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him by Saeheverell, supported the violent and impetuous
Sunderland in urging impeachment; and this course was
resolved upon. As events turned out, the decision was
disastrous to the government and to the Whig party.
The error was not wholly without excuse. The great
constitutional battle was not yet secure, and if Sacli-
everell's sermon, meant anything, it meant condemnation
of the principles of the Revolution, of the settlement of
the Crown, and of the Act and the policy of Toleration.
Historians, looking merely to the result, are for the most
part of opinion that the impeachment was impolitic and
a blunder. Burke, on the contrary, in whose political
circle all the circumstances of the fall of the Whigs in
1710 must have remained as a living tradition, seems to
approve of tho impeachment, It seldom happens to a
party, he aays in a familiar passage of the Appeal from
the Nsw to the Old Whigs, to have the opportunity of
a clear, authentic, recorded declaration of their political
tenets upon tho subject of a great constitutional event,
The Whigs made that opportunity, "Tho impeach-
ment of Dr. Sachoveroll was undertaken by a Whig
ministry and a Whig House of Commons, and carried on
before a prevalent and steady majority of Whig poors,
It wai carried on for the oxproaa purpose of stating the
true grounds and principles of the Revolution, It wai
carried on for the purpose of condensing tho principles
on which the Revolution was first opposed and afterwards
calumniated, in order by a juridical sentence of the highest
authority to confirm and fix Whig principles, as they
had operated both in the resistance to King Jamas,
and in the subsequent settlement, and to fix them
in the extent and with the limitations with